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HIGHLIGHTS 
September 15 - 21, 1996 


A low-pressure system, imbued with remnant moisture from 
eastern Pacific Hurricane Fausto, soaked a broad area from the 
southern and central Plains to the Middle Atlantic States and 
southern New England early in the week. Meanwhile, a slow-moving 
storm system delivered much-needed moisture to the Northwest, 
including the season's first significant snowfall in some mountain 
locations. Weekly temperatures averaged 6°F or more below normal 
from the interior Northwest to the central Plains, while above- 
normal readings were confined to extreme northern and southern 
portions of the Nation. At midweek, heavy rain spread into the 
northern and central Plains, shifting into the East at week's end. 
(Continued on page 3) 
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CROP MOISTURE 
(SHORT TERM, CROP NEED VS. AVAILABLE WATER IN 5-FT. SOIL PROFILE) 
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CROP MOISTURE: ™ 

DEPICTS SHORT TERM (UP TO ABOUT 4 WEEKS) MOIST 

ABNORMAL DRYNESS OR WETNESS AFFECTING AGRICUL- 

TURE, RESPONDS RAPIDLY, CAN CHANGE CONSIDERABLY 

WEEK TO WEEK, AND INDICATES NORMAL CONDITIONS AT 

THE BEGINNING AND END OF THE GROWING SEASON. 


USES... APPLICABLE IN MEASURING THE SHORT TERM, 
WEEK-TO-WEEK, STATUS OF DRYNESS OR WETNESS AFFECTING WARM 
CROPS AND FIELD OPERATIONS. 


LIMITATIONS... MAY NOT BE APPLICABLE TO GERMINATING AND SHALLOW 

ROOTED CROPS WHICH ARE UNABLE TO EXTRACT THE DEEP OR SUBSONL MOISTURE 

FROM A5-FOOT PROFILE, OR FOR COOL SEASON CROPS GROWING WHEN TEMPERA 

TURES ARE AVERAGING BELOW ABOUT 55°F. IT IS NOT GENERALLY INDICATIVE OF 

THE LONG TERM (MONTHS, YEARS) DROUGHT OR WET SPELLS WHICH ARE DEPICTED 

BY THE DROUGHT SEVERITY NDEX NOAAJUSDA JOINT AGRICULTURAL WEATHER FACILITY _ pased on preliminary reports 

















CROP MOISTURE INDEX 
(SHORT TERM, CROP NEED VS. AVAILABLE WATER IN 5-FT. SOIL PROFILE) 


September 21, 1996 
(Index values are in tenths; example: 37 = 3.7) 
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UNSHADED AREAS: 
INDEX DECREASED ‘- 


ABOVE 3 SOME DRYING BUT STILL EXCESSIVELY WET 
2703 MORE DRY WEATHER NEEDED; WORK DELAYED 


BELOW 4 NOT ENOUGH RAIN; STILL EXTREMELY DRY 








NOAAJUSDA JOINT AGRICULTURAL WEATHER FACILITY _ Based on preliminary reports 
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Departure of Average Temperature from Normai (°F) 
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On Sunday, cool air lingered “ a 5 = 
across the East and the ; - 


Midwest, where Evansville, IN 
(41°F) noted a daily-record low. 





Meanwhile, Fausto-enhanced 
rains spread east-northeastward 
from Kansas and Oklahoma, 
totaling 2 inches or more in SEP 15 - 21, 1996 


Extreme Minimum Temperature (°F) 





many locations. By Tuesday, 
monthly rainfall reached a 
September-record 11.41 inches 
in Lynchburg, VA, and an all- 
time-record 13.59 inches in 
Raleigh-Durham, NC. At 
Massachusetts' Blue  Hdill 
Observatory, a 4.71-inch total 
on September 17-18 represented 
their greatest 24-hour total since 
1984. In addition, Blue Hill's 
winds gusted to 53 mph, while 
nearby Boston's peak gust : 
reached 46 mph. An unrelated 1 ay . Fad =] 32 
tropical disturbance near Puerto f CLIMATE j=l CENTER, NOAA 
Rico sparked more than 3 inches : _s ¢ ~~ te GG ae \ Ciingialtd gata atihabii 
of rain in San Juan on Monday, 

boosting their monthly rainfall to 
a September-record 14.05 
inches. In contrast, very dry 
weather persisted from Wiscon- 6 

sin | jinto nortl tern HAWAIIAN * fy 
Missouri and central Ilinois. 


Bosed on preliminary dato 








Warm, humid conditions prevailed from southern Texas to southern Florida. Daily-record highs were established in Miami Beach, FL on 
Tuesday (92°F) and Thursday (94°F). In Lake Charles, LA, a low of 82°F (on Wednesday) was their highest September minimum on record. 
Farther north, clouds and rainfall held early-week maxima to 56°F (on Sunday) in Russell, KS and 66°F (on Monday) in Tulsa, OK. Meanwhile, 
heavy snow developed as far south as Utah's Wasatch Range, where Alta received 12 inches on September 16-17. On Wednesday, Alta's low 
of 17°F and high of 35°F were both records for the date. 


Heavy rain greatly eased the nearly 4-month drought in the northern Plains and northern Rockies. In Glasgow, MT, the weekly total of 2.55 
inches accounted for 32 percent of their year-to-date total. Weekly rainfall also topped 2 inches in locations such as Bismarck, ND, Huron, SD, 
and Valentine, NE. The storm also added to 4-month moisture surpluses on the central Plains. In Dodge City, KS, 24.72 inches fell between 
May 24 and September 19 (119 days), easily surpassing their normal annual total of 21.49 inches. Daily-record rainfall occurred in several 
locations, including North Platte, NE (1.69 inches on Thursday) and Evansville, IN (2.83 inches on Saturday). Rainfall in Ohio on Sunday 
(September 22) lifted Cleveland's monthly total to a September-record 9.56 inches. 


Warm weather prevailed in Hawaii, including a daily-record high of 94°F in Kahului on Monday. In contrast, colder-than-normal weather 
prevailed in Alaska, accompanied by heavy precipitation across parts of the west and south. Kodiak notched a daily-record low (32°F) on 
September 16, followed by more than 2 inches of rain during the ensuing 48 hours. Barrow's low dipped to a daily-record-tying 10°F on Friday. 
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March 1 - September 21, 1996 
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Growing Degree Days Departure from Normal 
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Weather Data for the Week Ending September 21, 1996 





TEMPERATURE °F PRECIPITATION NUMBER OF DAYS 
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Weather Data for the Week Ending September 21, 1996 
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Weather Data for the Week Ending September 21, 1996 
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Based on 1961-90 normais 


Note: These data are preliminary and subject to change. In the past, precipitation totals from a number of stations have been incomplete. 
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Crop development slowed during the week due to 
chilly autumn weather over most of the Central States. 
Abroad band of rainy weather crossed the Nation eariy 
in the week, providing moisture for recently planted 
small grains, but stalled harvest activity for row crops. 
The extent of damage from the September 14 frost in 
parts of lowa and Minnesota varied based on the 
terrain and variety of row crops. Some producers in 
the Dakotas waited for a killing freeze to help dry down 
the row crops before harvest. A dry area remained 
over the upper Mississippi Valley, leaving many small 
grain producers walting for rainfall before resuming 
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HIGHLIGHTS 


seeding. Wet fields in North Carolina prevented 
producers from assessing the damage from Hurricane 
Fran. in the Mid-Atlantic, surplus topsoil moisture 
levels prevented many producers from entering their 
fields, and storms over the weekend caused some 
lodging. Insect control was active in the South where 
fieldwork was siowed due to wet conditions. Moisture 
along the Pacific Northwest slowed fieldwork and small 
grain planting. Heavy rains and thunderstorms in the 
southern Great Plains raised cotton producers’ 
concern but provided good pre-pilanting moisture for 
small grains. 





One quarter of the winter wheat crop in the 19 major producing 
States was planted, up 10 percentage points from the previous 
week, but 6 points behind the 5-year average. Wet weather delayed 
winter wheat seeding in the central Great Plains. Winter wheat 
planting in South Dakota at 40 percent (%) complete was up 26 
points from last week but 17 points behind the average. Many 
wheat producers in the Dakotas were waiting for precipitation to 
increase soil moisture before planting. Rains delayed wheat seeding 
in Kansas, where wheat planted was 14% complete, 12 points 
behind the average. Much-needed precipitation over the Mountain 
States brought drought relief and allowed some producers to begin 
seeding. Wet field conditions slowed planting progress in 
Nebraska, where 44% of the wheat acreage was seeded, 18 points 
behind the average. Some reseeding was required in the Pacific 
Northwest due to soil crusting. Heavy rains provided beneficial 
planting moisture for Texas, where armyworms moved from nearby 
pastures to newly emerged fields. 


Spring wheat harvested for the five major producing States was 
96% complete, up 5 points from last week and 10 points ahead of 
the 5-year average. Spring wheat harvest activity in Minnesota at 
96% complete was up 11 points from the previous week and 6 
points ahead of normal. Small grain harvest activity remained 
ahead of the average in Montana despite recent rains. 


Corn continued in mostly good to fair condition, with denting 87% 
complete for the 17 major producing States, up 14 points from the 
previous week, but 3 points behind the average. Much-needed 
moisture in the Central States improved corn condition slightly, 
while Condition declined in the Mid-Atlantic as a result of the 
excessive moisture and lodging from Hurricane Fran. Corn mature 
at 37% complete was up 17 points from the previous week but 19 
points behind the average. Corn harvested at 7% complete was up 
3 points from last week but 4 points behind normal. Some corn 
fields were reported frozen in Wisconsin. 


Cotton bolls opening was 70% complete, up 9 points from last 
week and 6 points ahead of the average. Cotton harvested at 12% 


complete was 3 points below this time last year, but was equal to 
the average. Cotton condition declined slightly from the previous 
week for the 14 major producing States but remained mostly good 
to fair. Cotton condition dropped in North Carolina as producers 
continued to assess the damage from Hurricane Fran. Defoliation 
was active across the Southwest and Delta. Some producers in 
Arkansas had problems with regrowth after defoliation. Cotton 
growers in Louisiana reported that boll rot was prevalent in areas 
with excessive moisture and caused lower quality. Cool, cloudy 
weather in Texas slowed cotton maturity, while the heavy rainfall 
in the Texas Blacklands caused harvest and quality problems. 


Rice harvested for the five major producing States was 63% 
complete, up 11 points from the previous week and 10 points ahead 
ofnormal. Rice harvested in Mississippi at 77% complete was up 
15 points from last week and was 27 points ahead of the average. 
Heavy rains across the Delta caused lodging in Arkansas. In 
California, rain delayed the rice harvest and high winds caused 
some lodging. Rice producers in Texas and Louisiana prepared for 
the second crop. 


Sorghum condition for the 12 major producing States was mostly 
good to excellent with sorghum turning color 92% complete, up 7 
points from the previous week, and 7 points ahead of the average. 
The acreage of sorghum mature at 46% was up 10 points from the 
previous week but 2 points behind normal. Sorghum acreage in 
Nebraska, mature at 13% complete, was 27 points behind the 
average. Sorghum harvested at 25% complete was 4 points behind 
the average. Corn earworms in Kansas continued to be reported as 
a nuisance in sorghum fields. 


Soybeans condition remained in mostly good to fair condition 
with soybeans dropping leaves 33% complete, up 16 points from 
last week but 18 points below the average. In Ohio, soybeans 
dropping leaves at 20% complete was up 6 points from the previous 
week but 58 points behind the average. Soybeans harvested at 2% 
complete was 4 points behind the average. Cool fall weather across 
most of the Midwest and Southeast slowed soybean development. 
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Week Ending September 22, 1996 
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These 5 States produced 96% of 
the 1995 spring wheat crop. 
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These 8 States produced | 99% of 
the 1995 peanut crop. 
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Week Ending September 22, 1996 





Sorghum Crop Condition by Corn Crop Condition by Cotton Crop Condition by 
Percent 
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Peanuts Crop Condition by aes 


VP - Very Poor 
P - Poor 

F - Fair 

G - Good 

EX - Excellent 


* Revised 
National crop conditions for selected States are weighted based on 1995 planted acres. 





Average Pan Evaporation (inches/Day) 
September 15 - 21, 1996 


Notice to Subscribers 


Due to circumstances beyond our 
control, issues of the Weekly 
Weather and Crop Bulletin dated 
Sep. 4 (No. 35) and Sep. 10 (No. 
36) were mailed late. Subscribers 
reported receiving both issues 
during Sep. 17-20. We regret any 
problems the delay caused, and we 
are trying to prevent the problem 
from occurring again. If you are Te a 
missing either issue, please let us perasanerntsiemneonendnann 

know. Thanks for your patience. 
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These summaries, sesabaillh) Renaibiieandanienistiaadiadien quate ibaiettnadttasagapindimeadteieiaadalian abe atten 
More detailed data are available in Weather and Crop Bulletins published each Monday by NASS State Statistical Offices in cooperation with the National 
Weather Service. The crep weather reports are also available on the Internet through the NASS Home Page on the World Wide Web at 


http://www.usda.gov/nass/ or from JAWF at hstp://www.usda. gov/oce/waob/jawf. 


ALABAMA: Days suitable for fieldwork 4.8. Topsoil moisture 8% 
short, 84% adequate, 8% surplus. Corn harvested 69%, 82% 1995, 
71% avg. Livestock 2% poor, 26% fair, Sue Aes caer, 
Peanut harvest was in full swing in the peanut belt. Cotton i 
gearing up in some localities. 





ALASKA: Days suitable for fieldwork, 2 for hay harvest, 3 for grain 
harvest, 6 for harvesting potatoes. Topsoil moisture supplies were 10% 
short, 90% adequate. Subsoil moisture supplies were 20% short, 80% 
adequate. Hay harvest was 45% complete versus 55% a year ago. 
Commercial potato harvest was 75% complete compared to 80% in 
1995. Barley harvest was 80% complete and oat harvest was 20% 
complete. 





ARIZONA: The monsoon season has officially ended although some, 
mostly higher elevation areas, continued to receive some precipitation. 
Defoliation active western, central area cotton fields. Harvest 8%, 9% 
1995, 11% avg. Localized hail damaging to some fields, central area. 
Alfalfa cutting 11% light, 15% moderate, 51% active, 23% not being 
harvested at this time. Condition 3% poor, 14% fair, 54% good, 29% 
excellent. and watermelons being shipped. 
Central growers were also harvesting green onions. Eastern growers 
harvested chili peppers and apples. Lemon harvest continued in central 
and western areas. 





ARKANSAS: Days suitable for fieidwork 5. Soil moisture 2% very 
short, 25% short, 70% adequate and 3% surplus. The main farming 
activities: cotton, irrigating soybeans, preparing for wheat and 


Defoliating 
winter annuals planting and 


reported by several counties. Mississippi County continued ginning 
cotton. Producers in Lee county are having problems with regrowth in 
cotton after defoliation. Bollrot damaged a significant number of cotton 
acres in Lafayette County. po tmrane ornet nag. ager lt 
that 4,280 bales had been classed as of the 19th. Heavy rains caused 
lodging in rice fields in ane Mississippi Counties. Eight 
hundred acres of rice were blown down in Lincoin County due to storms. 
Wheat paring was reprted by several courtes Rice, corn and 
sorghum harvests continued in several counties. Corn harvest was 
down in Clay County. Lincoln County completed corn harvest. 
Several counties continued to plant small grains and cool season 
pastures. Livestock good condition. Hay harvest proceeded. 





CALIFORNIA: Field activities progressed normally in most areas. 
Smail grain fields were disced, ee 
planting. In some areas planting was . Rice growers 
experienced minor harvest delays, due to light rain in the Sacramento 
Valley. Some fields in Yuba County suffered extensive lodging from the 
previous weekend's storm. Cotton harvest began in the southern San 
Joaquin Valiey and was in full swing in the desert counties. Defoliation 
was active, cuape in te Seveeate Vale. ey. FEES end euperbest 
were sprayed for armyworms. was winding down in 
most areas. Dry bean seed fa, suprbecs and com frp and 
silage were harvested. New 

ow Alfalfa and 

aisin grape harvest continued to make progress. Approximately 19% 
of the raisin crop was on open trays; 38% has been rolled; and 43% of 
the crop was picked up. Table grape picking was slowing. wd 
varieties picked were Flame Seediess 


Seediess. Wine grape harvest remained active. Granny Smith apple 
icki momentum. Almond, wainut and fig harvests were 


iabaees cum havvelind fs Se GHG Gok arene. Broccoli and 





cauliflower continued to be harvested in Monterey and San Luis Obispo 
counties. Asparagus was harvested in Kern County. Processing and 
fresh market tomatoes were harvested. Harvest of Antelope Valley 
onions continued. Sweet corn was harvested in the Sacramento and 
San Joaquin Valleys. Planting of spinach for early 1997 harvest was 
underway in Tulare County. Sweetpotato harvest continued in Merced 
County. Cantaloupe and honeydew meion harvesting proceeded in 
Fresno County. Bell and chilli peppers were harvested in the San 
Joaquin Valley. Harvest of freezer lima beans started in Merced County. 
Broccoli, cauliflower, lettuce and cabbage in the San Joaquin Valley 
were irrigated and treated for worms. Supplemental feeding continued 
as rangeland pastures remained dry. Quantity and quality of feed 
supplies declined. In some areas cattle were moving down from 
summer grazing ranges. Fall calving continued. 





COLORADO: Days suitable for fieldwork 3.3. Topsoil moisture 3% 
very short, 10% short, 73% adequate, 14% surplus. Subsoil moisture 
10% very short, 16% short, 69% adequate, 5% surplus. Winter wheat 
29% emerged, 18% 1995, 23% avg. Oats 98% harvested, 70% 1995, 
83% avg. Dry onions 92% harvested, 70% 1995, 70% avg. Spring 
wheat 95% harvested, 71% 1995, 69% avg. Corn silage 66% 
harvested, 29% 1995, 42% avg. Sugarbeets 18% fair, 67% gond, 15% 
excellent. Summer potatoes 72% harvested, 75% 1995, 77% avg. Fall 
potatoes 32% harvested, 12% 1995, 15% avg.; condition 1% very poor, 
3% poor, 11% fair, 70% good, 15% excellent. Dry beans 87% cut, 52% 
1995, 64% avg.; 71% harvested, 31% 1995, 47% avg. Alfalfa hay 67% 
3rd cutting, 61% 1995, 57% avg.; 5% 4th cutting, 7% 1995, 11% avg.; 
condition 3% very poor, 5% poor, 26% fair, 53% good, 13% excellent. 
Significant moisture was received over the mountains and Eastern 
Plains during the last half of the week. Therefore, crop development 
was slowed on some crops and harvest of other crops was stalled. 
ee 
rain occurred. 





DELAWARE: Days suitable for fieldwork 3.0. Topsoil moisture 4% 
short, 88% adequate, 8% surplus. Subsoil moisture 4% short, 94% 
adequate; 2% surplus. Com 2% poor, 9% fair, 82% good, eee 
98% dent, 100% 1995, 98% avg.; 56% mature, 98% 1995, 73% 
13% harvested for grain, 47% 1995, 27% avg.; 66% harvested 
silage, 96% 1995, 87% avg. Soybeans 3% poor, 31% fair, 63% good, 
3% excellent; 19% turned, 53% 1995, 37% avg.; 9% shedding leaves, 
33% 1995, 18% avg. Sorghum 30% fair, 68% good, 2% excellent; 43% 
turning color, 80% 1995, 56% avg.; 14% ma-ture, 59% 1995, 30% avg. 
Sweet corn 97% harvested, 99% 1995, 99% avg. Tomatoes 96% 
harvested, 99% 1995, 97% avg. Lima beans 77% harvested, 69% 
1995, 67% avg. Apples 7% fair, 87% good, 6% excellent; 65% 

harvested, 52% 1995, 49% avg. Alfalfa hay 52% fourth cutting, 55% 
1995, 59% avg. Other hay 87% third cutting, 89% 1995, 81% avg., 
35% fourth cutting, 9% 1995, 20% avg. Hay supplies 2% very short, 
13% short, 82% adequate, 3% surplus. Activities: Harvesting 
vegetables, hay, corn for grain and silage. 





FLORIDA: Topsoil moisture is mostly short to adequate. Peanut 
harvest is 39%. Tobacco marketing active. Com for grain harvest 
active. Haying active. Growers starting to pick Soybean 
growers making preparations to start harvest. Pestale very goer O's. 
poor 18%, fair 4%, good 40%, excellent 38%. Vegetable fieldwork 
increased in most areas with activity on schedule. A few growers 
delaying planting until financing becomes available. Citrus groves very 
good to excellent condition. Moisture generally adequate except for a 
few east coast , some irrigation. Some early fruit showing color 
break. Fruit testing continues. Fresh fruit packing house shipping 
oranges, tangerines and grapefruit. Caretakers cutting cover crops, 
herbiciding, spraying, burning dead trees and some resetting. Pasture 
feed very poor 0%, poor 5%, fair 25%, good 70%, excellent 0%. 


Armywomms active north. Cattle herds very poor 0%, poor%, fair 10%, 
good 85%, excellent 5%. 
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GEORGIA: Days suitable for field work 5.6. Soil moisture 4% very 


Other small gral 
poor, 1% poor, 4' 


peanuts. Early soybean harvest few fields central and south. 





HAWAII: Mixture of sunshine and showers had variable effect on 
agriculture. Papayas, bananas, sugarcane benefitted from rains. A few 
in isolated areas were hampered. Waimea, major vegetable region, 
remained dry on water conservation advisory. Papaya production 
relatively light, increase on Oahu Banana production steady. 
Watermelon harvesting light. Tomato production light, some fields in 
poor condition. Head cabbage supplies moderate to heavy, quality 
varies. Sweetpotato steady. 





IDAHO: Days suitable for fieldwork 4.3. Topsoil moisture 4% very short, 
35% short, 60% adequate, 1% surplus. Potatoes with vines dead to 
killed 91%, 85% 1995, 92% avg.; harvested 15,11% 1995, 20% avg.; 
condition 0% very poor, 0% poor, 10% fair, 69% good, 21% excellent. 
Winter Wheat emerged 5%, 5% 1995, 7% avg. Alfalfa Hay harvested 
(3rd cutting) 61%, 58% 1995, 62% avg. Barley harvested 95%, 91% 
1995, 92% avg. Oats harvested for grain 87%, 75% 1995, 88% avg. 

harvested 4%, 5% 1995, 7% avg. Corn harvested for silage 
29%, 33% 1995, 41% avg. Corn harvested grain 1%, 0% 1995, 1% 
avg. Dry Peas harvested 97%, 94% 1995, 96% avg. Dry beans 
harvested 70%, 40% 1995, 52% avg. Lentils harvested 95%, 69% 1995, 
85% avg. Hops harvested 75%, 90% 1995, 90% avg. Sweet corn 
harvested 96%, 77% 1995, 86% avg. Onions harvested 66%, 36% 
1995, 59% avg. Apples harvested 16%, 15% 1995, 23% avg. Peaches 
harvested 95%, 89% 1995, 95% Prunes and Plums harvested 
79%, 62% 1995, 89% avg. Pasture and range condition 0% very 
poor, 23% poor, 41% fair, 33% good, 3% excellent. Irrigation water 
supply 0% very poor, 2% poor, 9% fair, 53% good, 36% excellent. 
Activities: Rolling potato vines, seeding winter wheat and fall barley, 
moving livestock down from the summer ranges, and harvesting dry 
beans, potatoes, sugarbeets, and silage corn. 





ILLINOIS: Days suitable for fieldwork 6.2. Topsoil moisture 16% very 
short, 47% short, 37% adequate. Corn and soybean harvest continued 
last week in the central and southern districts. Rain in the southern 
districts was beneficial to soybean development. 56% turning 
= 74% 1995, 85% avg. Alfalfa 94% third cutting, 94% 1995, 90% 








depended a lot on the lay of the land and the variety of corn, beans 





the northwest and north central 


color 77%, 83% 1995, 80% avg. Alfalfa hay 3rd crop harvested 

, 88% 1995, 85% avg. Except for a few reports of flu, livestock in 

a ee earners district whee ne oe pasture conditions 

rain.; producers supplemental 
feeding hay and silage. 


KANSAS: Days suitable for fieldwork 1.3. Topsoil moisture 1% short, 
69% adequate, and 30% surplus. Subsoil moisture 1% very short, 9% 
short, 80% adequate, and 10% surplus. Corn earworms continue to be 
reported as a in sorghum, particularly in the southwestern 
quadrate of the With dry weather, wheat seeding and fall harvest 
will pick up speed. Fall crops remain m in good to excellent 
condition and are ahead of normal maturity. cut the fourth time 
— complete, 54% 1995, 55% avg. Activities: Seeding wheat, fall 
arvest. 








KENTUCKY: Days suitable fieldwork 4.0. Topsoil 11% short, 82% 
adequate, 7% surplus. Subsoil moisture 4% very short, 23% short, 
70% adequate, 3% surplus. Burley tobacco cut 76%, 87%, 1995, 86% 
avg. Dark tobacco 86% cut. Housed tobacco showing houseburn 79% 
none 17% light, 3% moderate, 1% heavy. Corn for grain yields varied, 
generally good. Chopping silage also major activity. Hay crops, 
pastures improved with moisture. Pastures 4% very poor, 15% poor, 
35% fair, 36% good, 10% excellent. Some livestock receiving hay to 
supplement pasture. Hay supplies short in a few areas. 





LOUISIANA: Days suitable for fieldwork 5.2. Soil moisture 1% very 
short, 20% short, 59% adequate, + ghee Corn 100% harvested, 
96% 1995, 98% avg. Cotton 13% harvested, 19% 1995, 12% avg. 
Cotton growers reported problems with boll rot and a general decline in 
quality. Hay 95% 2nd cutting, 81% 1995, 79% avg. Hay producers 
made _ progress harvesting before rains drove them out of their 
fields. 100% ripe, 99% 1995, 95% avg. Rice producers continued 
to manage second crop rice. Soybeans 78% turning color, 74% 1995, 
62% avg. Soybean harvest progressed slowly due to wet conditions. 
Sugarcane 1% very poor, 8% poor, 24% fair, 48% good, 19% excellent; 
57% planted, 85% 1995, 66% avg. Lighter rains in sugarcane growing 
areas allowed sugarcane farmers to make good —— — 
Sweet potatoes 5% poor, 21% fair, 67% good, 7% excellent 
harvested, 35% 1995, 44% avg. Wheat 0% planted, 2% 1995, oi 
avg. Livestock 5% poor, 27% fair, 62% good, 6% excellent. Livestock 
producers oy oy eparing winter pastures. Vegetables 1% very poor, 
39% good. Pasture feed 3% poor, 26% fair, 64% 





MARYLAND: Days suitable for fieldwork 4.1. Topsoil moisture 1% 
short, 76% adequate, 23% surplus. Subsoil moisture 2% short, 87% 
adequate, 11% surplus. Corn 3% poor, 15% fair, 53% good, 29% 

; 92% dent, 99% 1995, 94% avg.; 61% mature, 87% 1995, 


corn 96% harvested, 97% 1995, 99% avg. Tomatoes 97% 
, 96% 1995, 97% avg. Apples 1% poor, 17% fair, 64% good, 
; 28% harvested, 48% 1995, 44% avg. iro, 70 1008, 
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MISSISSIPPI: Days suitable for fieldwork 5.3. Soil moisture 1% very 
short, 20% short, 71% adequate, 8% surplus. Corn 77% harvested, 
86% 1995, 65% avg.; Leper parang eet agg 94% avg.; = 
very poor, 1% poor, 20% fair, 62% good, 1 excellent. Soybeans 78% 
turning color, 8 BZ 1995, O95, 62% avg. oo sheng eave, 54% 1985, 
35% avg.; 33% 1995, 12% % very poor, 2% 
poor, 19% fair, 7 70% good, sped Ob @uelert. Wheat 3% planted, 2% 1995, 
5% avo. Hay (warm season) 98% harvested, 100% 1995, NA avo.; 
, NA 1995, NA avg.; conditions 2% poor, 11% 
fa, | 83% good, 4% excellent. Sweet potatoes 37% harvested, 40% 
1995, 46% avg.; conditions 8% fair, 72% good, 20% excellent. Cattle 
1% very poor, 4% poor, 22% fair, 64% good, 9% excellent. Pasture 1% 
very poor, 7% poor, 93% fair, 52% good, 7% excellent. The main 
farming activities: Harvesting row crops and hay. Planting of winter 
wheat and ryegrass was also in full swing. Fieldwork hampered due to 
wet conditions. High moisture in corn remains a concern of producers. 





MISSOURI: Days suitable for fieldwork 4.8. Topsoil moisture supply, 
4% very short, 27% short, 67% adequate, 2% surplus. Cool, wet 


weather ested over much of State dung the past week, sowing 
beneficial to 


harvesting progress. 

row crops and pastures, srr agreements anagram 

recently have slowed progression of the soybean and sorghum crops to 
ity. The southwestern distri state with nearly all of the 


crop is least advanced i mature. 
percent turning color, at 52%, is 5 days behind norm. Bootheel leads 
the state with 20% of the sorghum crop harvested. Pasture and range 


6% very poor, 21% poor, 36% fair, 32% good, 5% excellent. 





MONTANA: Days suitable for fieldwork 2.5. Topsoil moisture 9% very 
short, 32% short, 54% adequate, 5% surplus. Subsoil moisture 21% 
very short, 54% short, 25% adequate, 0% surplus. Much needed rain 
fell over many parts of the state. Producers who were waiting to plant 
their winter wheat will be going strong now. Barley 96% harvested, 79% 
1995, Se Oats 95% harvested, 87% 1995, 83% avg. Corn for 
58% harvested, 37% 1995, 52% avg. S 5% harvested, 
9% 1995, 4% avo. Dry beans 83% harvested, 69% 1995, oni 
Potatoes 5% i% harvested, 11% 1995, 11% avg. 2nd cutting alfaifa hay 
96% complete, 93% 1995, 91% avg. Cattle and Calves moved from 
ee Sheep and lambs moved from summer ranges, 





NEBRASKA: Days suitable for fieldwork 3.1. Topsoil moisture 3% 


last week 
seeding activities in the West and South, but benefitted pastures. 
Corn 92% dent, 96% 1995, 95% avg.; 21% mature, 30% last year, 50% 


avg.; 1% harvested, 0, 1995, 6% avg. 79% turning color, 


Soybeans 
68% 1995, 84% avg., 2% droping leaves, 5% 1895, 56% avy. crop 


995; many recently cut 
Wheat 44% sown, 54% 1995, 





planting activities, but will aid emergence and condition of early seeded 


feds. Pasture and range 4% poar,17% fa, 66% good, and 13% 
equipment for 


excellent. Activities: Preparing harvest, silage cutting, 
and seed corn harvest. 





NEVADA: Grain harvests complete. Winter wheat, barley seeding 


cutting nearly complete North, 4th saan Gan underway West-Central, 
Bth cutting in full swing extreme south . Seeding of new alfalfa stands 
underway. Afatta seed harvest complete in Pershing County (oo 
in Humboldt County. Sudan harvest continued extreme 
harvest continues. Onion harvest in full swing. Field preperation fo 
garlic planting underway. Livestock numbers remain high, awaiting 
better prices. Range and pasture condition continued to show seasonal 
decline. —— persisted South, Southeast. Main farm and ranch 
activities: Haying, alfalfa seed harvest, potato digging, onion harvest, 


irrigating, fall planting. 
NEW ENGLAND: Days suitable for fieldwork 5.4. Topsoil moisture 


6% very short, 17% short, 61% adequate, 16% surplus. Subsoil 
moisture 8% very short, 15% short, 62% adequate, 15% surplus. 
pecans os 8% poor, 3 32% fair, ons 7% excellent. 
30% harvested, 25% , condition good. 
Massachusetts potatoes 65% harvested, “s% | 1995, 60% avg. 
condition good. Filhode Isiand potatoes 65% harvested, 75% 1995, 65% 
avg., Condition good to excellent. Maine oats 70%, 95% 
1995, 90% avo., condition excellent to ood. Maine barley 85%, O5% 
harvested 1995, excellent to good. Silage corn 15% 
harvested, 45% harvested 1995, 25% avg., condition good to fair. 
Sweet corn 95% harvested, 99% 1995, 95% avg., condition good. First 
hay 99% harvested, 100% 1995, 100% avg., condition good to fair. 
Second hay 85% harvested, 95% 1995, 90% avg., condition good to 
55% harvested, 70% 1995, 60% avg., condition 
good to excellent. ‘Apples 30% harvested, 40% 1995, 35% avg., size 
avo., condition good to excellent. Peaches 99% harvested, 99% 1995, 
po avg., condition good to excellent. Pears 45% harvested, 70% 
harvested 1995, ez an}. 0 condition good. Cranberries 10% harvested, 
5% 1995, ey to above avg., condition good to excellent. Highbush 
blueberries 99% harvested, 99% 1995, size avg., yon age 
— Major farm activities: i hay, com silage, and 
Harvesting apples. Wet harvesting of cranberries starting in 
eamest, Planting cover crops on harvested vegetable fields. Waiting 
for the rain to stop. 








pt arses Days suitable for fieldwork, 5. Topsoil moisture 
adequate to surplus. Harvesting of fruits, vegetables and 

fled corr com Teported. Mi Moderate and declining supply of summer varieties 
such as beans, peppers, eggplant, cucumbers, sweet corn and squash 
available. Light and in and increasing supply of fall varieties such as leafy 
greens, lettuce, endive, escarole, spinach and nd parsley available. Peach 
harvest complete in most areas around the Apple 

— Prospects for cranberry crop continue t 10 look ood. Early Early 


are turning brown and dropping leaves. Haymaking 
arn been delayed due to recent rains. Pastures look good. 





NEW MEXICO: Days suitable for fieldwork 6.1. Soil moisture 3% very 
short, 25% short, 68% adequate, and 4% surplus. Winter wheat 
planting was 60% complete and c condition reported as 4% fair, 95% 
good, and 1% excellent. Corn 1% poor, 11% fair, 77% good, and 11% 
excellent; corn dent stage 98%, with 62% mature. Cotton 12% fair, 78% 
good, and 10% excellent; cotton bolis opening 83%, 63% 1995, 59% 
avg. Sorghum 4% very poor, 23% poor, 27% fair, 45% good, and 1% 
excellent; coloring 60%, 55% 1995, 66% avg.; mature 4%. Alfalfa 1% 
very poor, 3% poor, 19% fair, 67% good and 10% excellent; 4th cutting 
80% and 5th cutting 60% complete. Chile 9% fair, air, 86% good, and 5% 
excellent; green chile harvest 78% complete. Lettuce 18% fair, 62% 
goad, and 20% exelent Pecan 17% fair, 74% good, and 9% excellent. 

1% very poor, 5% poor, 29% fair, 61% good, and 4% excellent; 
sheep 7% very poor, 8% poor, 25% fair, 57% good, and 3% excellent. 


Range and pasture feed were 4% very poor, 43% poor, 20% fair, 50% 
good, and 4% excellent. 





NEW YORK: Days suitable for fieldwork 4.1. Soil moisture 55% 


—- 45% surplus. Pasture 22% fair, 78% good. Corn fair to 
harvest slowed by wet weather; 10% complete, 46% oe 
Oe any Third cutting alfalfa 64% finished, 84% 1995, 70% avg. 





September 24, 1996 


Weekly Weather and Crop Bulletin 15 





harvest finished. Dry bean, potato harvests underway. Drier weather 
needed for beans to mature. Vegetable harvesting remained in high 
gear. Harvest 75 to 90% finished. insect pressure high. Onion digging 
gained momentum. Grape harvest active. Concord grape harvest 
expected to begin at month’s end. Apple maturity a week behind 1995. 
Harvest progressing. 





NORTH CAROLINA Days suitable for fieldwork 4.2. Soil moisture is 
rated 1% short, 41% adequate and 58% surplus. Hay 3rd cutting 55%, 
49% 1995, 55% avg.; corn silage harvested 78%, 75% 1995, 79% avg.; 
flue-cured tobacco harvested 91%, 89% 1995, 93% avg.; burley 
tobacco harvested 70%, 81% 1995, 68% avo.; apples harvested 48%, 
45% 1995, 53% avg.; sorghum harvested 30%, 25% 1995, 27% avg.; 
sweet potatoes harvested 15%, 22% 1995, 21% avg. Tobacco 35% 
very poor, 33% poor, 13% fair, 18% good, 1% excelient; Hay 8% poor, 
27% fair, 59% good, '6% excelient. Activities: Repairing storm damage; 
cultivating crops; spraying for insects and weed control; spraying 
fungicide on peanuts; ing and marketing flue-cured tobacco; 
harvesting burley tobacco; harvesting corn, sorghum, vegetables, 
appies, and sweet potatoes; cutting and baling hay; tending Christmas 
trees; maintaining pastures; tending livestock; repairing equipment and 
genera) farm maintenance. 





NORTH DAKOTA: Days suitable for fieldwork 3. The State received 
badly needed precipitation last week which improved soil moisture, 
pasture, and immature crop conditions. Topsoil moisture 2% very short, 
22% short, 72% adequate, 4% surplus. Subsoil moisture 11% very 
short, 33% short, 54% adequate, 2% surplus. Except for durum, small 
orain harvest was virtually complete, ahead of last year and avo. Durum 
81% combined; 78% 1995; 75% avg. Late season crop development: 
Canola 74% harvested; flaxseed 59% harvested; 44% 1995; 40% avg.; 
corn for grain 55% ripe and beyond; 63% 1995; 41% avg.; dry edible 
beans 55% harvested; 51% 1995; 42% avg.; soybeans 17% harvested; 
25% 1995; 14% avg.; sunflowers 61% bracts turned brown and beyond; 
65% 1995, 48% avg.; potatoes 36% dug; 47%, 1995; 52% avg.; 
sugarbeets 8% lifted; I~ 1995; 8% avg. ition of corn for grain, 
soybean, sunflower, and sugarbeet crops increased due to the moisture 
received. Corn for ‘silage, canola, flax, dry bean, and potato conditions 
decreased. Canola 3% poor, 18% fair, 62% good, 17% excellent; 
flaxseed 2% very poor, 7% poor, 24% fair, 59% good, 8% excellent; 
corn for grain 17% poor, 28% fair, 44% good, 11% excellent, corn for 
silage 2% very poor, 8% poor, 26% fair, 56% good, 8% excellent: dry 

edible beans 3% very poor, 8% poor, , 29% fair, 53% good, 7% excellent; 
soybeans 30% poor, 32% fair, P3a% good, 4% excellent; sunflower 3% 
poor, 16% fair, 61% good, 20% excellent; sugarbeets 4% poor, 20% 
fair, 61% good, 15% excellent; potatoes 1% poor, 9% fair, 66% good, 
24% excellent. 





QHIO: Days suitable for fieldwork 4.5. Topsoil moisture 5% very 
short, 22% short, and 65% adequate. Alfalfa hay 3rd cutting 86%; 89% 
1995; 92% normal. Other hay 3rd cutting 65%; 68% 1995; ers normal. 
Processing tomato harvest advanced to 62% complete. 

progressed to 41% complete. Potatoes dug is at 5196: 61% caoes 61% 
normal. Com | harvested for grain, 2%; 3% 1995; 5% normal. A few 
soybean fields harvested as well. Winter wheat seeding 1%; 4% 1995; 
3% normal. Field preparations continue very active. Livestock 1% very 


poor, 4% poor, 26% fair, 58% good, 11% excellent Fall calving season 


beginning. 





OKLAHOMA: Days suitable for fieldwork 2.9. Topsoil moisture 5% 
short, 77% adequate, 18% surplus. Subsoil moisture 7% short, 87% 
, 6% surplus. Wheat 82% seedbed prepared, 86% 1995, 92% 


avg., 4% up-to-stand, 2% 1995, 8% avg.; Oats 87% seedbed prepared, 
75% 1995, 80% avg., 26% planted, 9% 1995, 14% avg,; Con 63% 


mature, 78% 1995, 91% avg.; 42% harvested, 41% 1995, 62% avg.; 
Soybeans 55% mature, 31% 1995, 38% avg., 11% harvested, 11% 


4995, 12% avo.; peanuts AB% mature, ate 1985, 37% avo., Pbsg 
combined, 


O% 1995, NA avg.; alfalfa 2% very poor, 29% fair 
57% good, 8% excellent, “alfa hay 79% 4th cutting, 77% 1995, 63% 
avg.; 13% 5th cutting, 13% 1995, 22% avg.; Livestock 2% poor, 12% 
fair, 76% good, 10% excellent. Feeder steers and heifers were steady 
to slightly higher. 





OREGON: Days suitable for fieldwork 6.3. Topsoil 18% very short, 
50% short, 32% adequate. Subsoil 16% very short, 55% short, 29% 
adequate. Barley 93% harvested, 93% 1995, 91% average. Barley 





planted 2%, 1% 1995, 10% avg. Activities: Moisture slowed fall 
fieldwork and . Hop harvest i nearly completed, some hay harvest 
continued, Willamette Valley. ath Basin grain and alfalfa hay 
harvest continued. Recent rains helped nursery crops and Christmas 
trees. Fall planting, —— ee iner movement, and pruning activities 
full swing. Klamath potatoes 5% harvested. Potato 
- central and northeastern sections. Willamette Valley sweet 
corn and cole crop harvest continued, green beans winding down, 
caneberry pruning and training weil advanced, Strawberry field mowing 
and fertilizing continued, late peach and prune harvest completed, 
hazeinuts drop continued, grape harvest preparations underway. Milton- 
Freewate 6 district apple harvest continued; starting golden 
Pear harvest continued, Rogue River and Hood River valleys. 
Cranberry harvest preparations underway, southern coast. Cattle and 
sheep good-ennetent: Rainfall coals enhanced western pasture 
regrowth. seasonal movement continued. Fall 


preconditioning edt pregnancy checking underway. 
PENNSYLVANIA Days suitable for fieldwork 2.6. Soil moisture 3% 


short, 47% adequate, 50% surplus. Corn silage harvest very active. 
Many farmers still waiting for dry down. Corn grain harvest more active 
but still slow. Continued to be difficult to make hay. Potato harvest 
advanced by only 2 points due to wet soil. Fruit damage from heavy 
rains. Ensilage corn harvest 25% complete, 64% 1995, 40% avg. 
Soybean crop condition 2% poor, 14% fair, 52% good, 32% excellent. 
Wheat planted 22% complete, 9% 1995, 26% avg. Barley planted 23% 
complete, 16% 1995, 30% avg. Tobacco harvest 96% complete, 99% 
1995, 92% avg. Potato harvest 45% compiete, 42% 1995, 56% avg. 
Alfalfa third cutting 77% complete, 74% 1995, 80% avg. Alfalfa 4th 
oa complete, 26% 1995, 39% avg. Timothy clover 2nd cutting 
92% complete, 87% 1995, 93% avg. Quality of hay made 6% very poor 
20% poor, 36% fair, 34% good, 4% excellent. Apple harvest 42% 
complete, 37% 1995, 43% avg. Peach harvest 95% complete, 95% 
1995, 96% avg. Grape harvest 41% complete, 44% 1995, 47% avg. 
Fall plowing 42% complete, 34% 1995, 48% avg. Activities: Making 
hay and haylage; harvesting corn, corn silage, potatoes, fruits and 
vegetables; seeding barley, wheat and alfalfa; fixing fences; hauling 
manure; and caring for livestock. 








SOUTH CAROLINA: Soil moisture 1% very short, 10% short, 66% 
adequate, 23% surplus. Days suitable for fieldwork 6.1. Corn 83% 
harvested, 86% 1995, 79% 5-yr avg.; 5% very poor, 22% poor, 32% 
fair, 33% good, 8% excellent. Hay 2% very poor, 5% poor, 35% fair, 
53% good, 5% excellent. Sorghum 54% harvested, 39% 1995, 40% 5- 
yr avg.; 1% very poor, 9% poor, 36% fair, 52% good, oyna 
Sweet potatoes 1 8% harvested, 13% 1995, 24% 5S-yr avg. 

poor, 6% poor, 60% fair, 31% good, 1% excellent. Tobacco 98% 
harvested, 98% 1995, weep 56% stalks destroyed, 73% 1995, 
64% 5S-yr avg.; 5% very poor poor, 50% fair, 30% good, 6% 
excellent. Apples 58% harvested, "€2% 1995, 62% 5-yr avg.; 40% very 
poor, 25% poor, 18% fair, 17% good. 





SOUTH DAKOTA: Days suitabie for fieidwork 3.4. Topsoil moisture 
3% very short, 13% short, 76% adequate, 8% surplus. Subsoil 
wdnne Shas 65% adequate, 4% surplus. Storms 

needed rain that replenished most of the State’s soil. Producers 
oot the moisture needed for winter wheat seeding. Scattered areas 
received freezing temperatures, but the amount of damage is unknown. 
Row crop harvesting is just beginning. Most producers are awaiting a 
killer freeze to help with the dry down. Com silage harvested 32%. 27% 
1995, 37% avg. Sorghum silage harvested 27%, 13% 1995, 34% avg 
Soybeans 28% mature, 22% 1995, 35% avg. | Sunflowers 78% bracts 
yellow, 74% 1995, 80% avg.; 28% mature, 26% 1995, 41% avg. 
Sunflowers 5% poor, 20% fair, 56% good, 19% excellent. Winter rye 
40% planted, 81% 1985, 72% avo.; 13% emerged, 33% 1995, 36% avo. 

Livestock condition 1% poor, 10% fair, 70% good, 19% excellent. Stock 
water supplies 3% short, 91% adequate, 6% surplus 





TENNESSEE: Days suitable for fieldwork 5.0. Topsoil moisture 7% 

short, 86% adequate, and 7% surplus. Subsoil moisture 6% short, 90% 
adequete, 4% surplus. Corn 95% mature, 90% 1995, 85% avg.; 50% 
orain harvested, 66% 1995, 38% avg.; 90% silage harvested, 95% 
1995, 80% avg. Tobacco 84% buriley harvested, 84% 1995, 84% avg.; 
87% air-cured harvested, 90% 1995, 86% avg.; 86% dark fire-cured 
harvested, 90% 1995, 84% avg. Sorghum 10% fair, 77% good, 13% 
excellent, 95% turning color, 100% 1995, 97% avg.; 79% mature, 94% 
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1995, 85% avg.; 27% harvested, 54% 1995, 41% avg. Wheat 4% 
seeded, 8% 1986, 5% avo. Pasture 2% poor, 23% fair, 81% good, 14% 





FINGING Vv rain, winds. greeter 
being ball —< Month norg Mla but rainfall yee good 
lanting moisture for small grains. Harvest 
increasing by midweek as dry allie returned, however, Cool 
crop maturity some. Armyworms 
continued a problem many poh have now begun moving into 
ee 2 —_ some areas.  taeaaanek 


operations continued i . 
conditions continued good most areas. The localized heavy rainfall, 


. we 
in Plains, however mews oe remained too wet from 
much progress. Grain Sorghum: Fields turning color in 
Central areas. A return to warmer ore 
crop maturity. Harvest should begin soon as weather 


ibe tune enna Gane ceeee _rosstne sg tment ry 
Peanuts: nee keene ee ee ee 
Harvest getting underway parts South Central. Soybeans: Harvest 
slowed by wet conditions North Central eress, winding down siong 
Upper Coast. 


Spinach planting getting underway. 
continued most week. High Plains, pepper harvest ; 
Pecos, cantaloup harvest continued few fields. Pecans: Harvest 
expected in areas soon. Aphids continued cause problems 
during week. High winds embedded in severe thunderstorms Central 


caused some nuts to fall. 
Range and Livestock: Improvement in pasture conditions continued 
nearly all areas. Hay cutting pre get some areas. 

continued to cause problems many 


spraying underway. 
Livestock remained in good conden. Sa equeiae continued. 





UTAH: Days suitable for fieldwork 4.6. Topsoil moisture 14% very 
short, 40% short, 43% adequate, 3% surplus. Subsoil moisture 15% 
very short, 46% short, 39% adequate. Winter wheat seeded 31%, 52% 
1995, 60% avg. Winter wheat emerged 15%, 19% 1995, 18% avg. 
Oats harvested for grain 88%, 99% 1995, 94% avg. Corn in dough 
stage 82%, 70% 1995. Corn in dent stage 49%, 34% 1995. Corn 
Maturity 25%, 5% 1995, 44% avg. Corn harvested for silage 21%, 
1995, 35% avg. Onions harvested 50%, 32% 1 avg. Dry 
beans harvested 25%, 39% 1995. Potatoes harvested 36%, 4% 1995, 


4th cutting 18%, 11% 1995, 20% avg. at a oe 
22% 1995, 59% avg. Peaches picked 94%, 95% 1995, 
Apples picked 27%, 36% 1995, 32% avg. Pears picked 

1995. ge and pasture 11% very poor, 29% poor, 

ood. a empha combat oe 19% 

heep moved from summer range 32% 

farm, ranch activities: 





VIRGINIA: Days suitable for fieldwork 3.3. Topsoil 4% short, 60% 

—— 36% surplus. Subsoil moisture 3% short, 61% adequate, 
36% surplus. Corn 90% dent, 1995 96%, 97% avg.; 60% mature, 1995 

83%, 85% avg.; 15% corn for grain harvested, 1995 47%, me 

45% corn silage harvested, 1995 75%, 64% avg.; 

setting pods, 1995 100%, 100% avg.; 3% very poor 

49% good, 29% excellent. Cotton 

Peanuts 10% dug, 1995 27%, Biyes 1% combined, 1995 12%, 5% 

avg.; 36% fair, 50% good, 14% excellent. Fire cured tobacco 88% 











continued; cutting and baling hay; harvesting tobacco; chopping silage, 
Clipping pastures, marketing cattle, repairing fences. 





WISCONSIN: Days suitable for fieldwork 6.7. Soil moisture: 40% very 
short, 42% short, and 18% adequate. Farmers have begun chopping 
corn for silage in most areas of the state. Corn silo filing was 18% 
complete. Reporters from the North Central district reported some corn 
fields have frozen. Hay ae corn chopping, and fall tillage were 
some field activities this past week. Fall tillage was at 6% completed, in 
pe with last year. As of the 22nd, third crop 

ompleted, compared to 82% last year, and 
Third crop was beter than expectd i 
areas of the state were 
had 75% which showed a ch 
which started to shed leaves. 
and 42% of the acreage shed leaves. A reporter from Juneau County 
reported some harvested beans being very small. iti 
rated 3% very poor, 7% poor, 38% fair, 46% good, 
The northern districts commented on the 
anormal year with smaller sized apples. 
23% very poor, 31% poor, 32% fair, 13% 





WYOMING: Days suitable for fieldwork 4.4. Topsoil moisture supplies 
1% very short, 42% short, 57% adequate or surplus. Subsoil moisture 
supplies 11% very short, 55% short, 34% adequate or surplus. pom 
91% harvested, 94% 1995, 91% avg. Dry beans 99% windrowed, 89% 

1995, 85% avg.; 86% combined, 60% 1995, 51% avg. Corn 98% 
dented, 81% 1995, 78% avg.; 76% mature, 37% 1995, Saat ae 
silage 69% harvested, 48% 1995, 58% avg. Alfalfa 3rd cutting 47% 
harvested, 39% 1995, 46% avg. Winter wheat seeding for 1 997 harvest 
83% planted, 83% 1995, 80% avg., 56% emerged, 50% 1995, 40% avg. 
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HIGHLIGHTS 


FSU-WESTERN: Rain hampered summer crop harvesting and 


winter wheat planting in Ukraine, southern Russia, and Belarus. 


FSU-NEW LANDS: Wet, cold weather caused further delays in 
spring wheat harvesting in Russia. 


EUROPE: Wet weather delayed corn harvesting in the south, while 
several days of dry weather helped fieldwork in the north. 


AUSTRALIA: Beneficial rain covered the winter grain belts, but 
unseasonable cold returned to the northeast, possibly resulting in some 
frost damage. 


CANADA: Heavy rain in the western Prairies halted fieldwork and 
threatened grain quality. 


SOUTH ASIA: Rainfall tapered off across the region as the rainy 


season began to wind down. 


SOUTHEAST ASIA: Tropical Storm Willie hit northeastern 
Vietnam, causing additional flooding and damage to nearby crop areas. 


EASTERN ASIA: Heavy rain in western and central China hindered 


summer crop harvesting but improved moisture reserves for winter 
wheat establishment. 


SOUTH AMERICA: Significant rain favored Argentine wheat in 
Buenos Aires, but rainfall remained insufficient for crop development 
farther north in Cordoba and Santa Fe. 


MEXICO: Beneficial rain continued over the corn belt, but dry 
weather returned to the north. 








Widespread Tight to o moderate rain (10-40 mm, with locally b hone 
amounts in excess of 50 mm) continued to fall over most of Ukraine, 
Russia, and Belarus. The rain hampered corn, sunflower, sugarbeet, 
and potato harvests in these areas, but provided sufficient topsoil 
moisture for winter grain emergence and establishment. Winter wheat 
planting in traditional growing areas of Ukraine and southern Russia 
was likely slowed due to wet field conditions. In Moldova and 
adjacent areas of southwestern Ukraine, light showers (less than 7 mm) 
caused only brief delays in fieldwork. Weekly temperatures over 
Ukraine, Russia, Belarus, and the Baltics averaged 2 to 6 degrees C 
below normal: At week’s end, minimum temperatures fell below 
freezing (-1 to -4 degrees C) in northern Russia, Belarus, and the 
Baltics, ending the 1996 growing season. The freeze in these areas 
occurred on typical first-freeze dates. 

















Unease cold, wet weather (12-50 mm) continued over Russian 
spring grain areas, causing further delays in harvesting. In fact, the 
rains increased in both intensity and coverage. As a result of the 
persistent wetness, the spring grain harvest in Russia will likely extend 
into October, weather permitting. Farther south, seasonable 
temperatures were accompanied by only light scattered showers 
(generally less than 5 mm) in Kazakhstan, allowing spring grain 
harvesting to rapidly advance. In cotton growing areas of central Asia, 
hot, dry weather favored boll maturation and early cotton harvesting. 
The cotton harvest typically begins in late-September and continues 
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Wet weather (15-50 mm, with locally heavier amounts in excess of 5 
mm) spread from Spain, eastward through southern France, into 
northern Italy, interrupting corn and sunflower harvesting. Showers 
(10-45 mm) in central and northern France followed a dry spell, 
favoring emerging rapeseed. Several days of dry weather prevailed 
over the United Kingdom, Benelux countries, Germany, and northern 
Poland, helping fieldwork for summer crop harvesting and planting of 
1997 winter crops. In eastern Europe, light showers (generally less 
than 10 mm) caused only brief delays in summer crop harvesting and 
winter grain planting. In Scandinavia, planting of 1997 winter grain 
crops began in most areas, helped by mostly dry weather conditions. 
Weekly temperatures averaged 2 to 5 degrees Celsius (C) below 
normal over most of Europe. 




















Widespread, locally heavy rain (25-75 mm) covered much of the 
western Prairies, bringing fieldwork to a standstill and threatening 
quality of unharvested spring grains and oilseeds. The rain in the west 
was spread over much of the week. Ironically, the rainfall was some 
of the heaviest of the season in the southwest, which had experienced 
unfavorable dryness for much of the summer. In the eastern Prairies, 
good harvest weather prevailed for much of the week, but rain from 
the west pushed into Manitoba at week’s end. Only local sections of 
the Prairies have received a killing freeze. Farther east, drier weather 
aided maturing corn and soybeans for most of the week in Ontario. 






























































_MEXICO_ . 
Scattered showers (10-25 mm or more, exceeding 50 locally) 
continued over the Southern Plateau corn belt, benefiting filling corn. 
Seasonal rains continued to the south and east. In northern Mexico, 
scattered, mostly light showers (exceeding 10 mm only locally) 
continued in the northeast, but dry weather returned to the north- 
central areas following last week’s beneficial rain. Temperatures 
averaged near to below normal in the northwest but 1 to 3 degrees C 
above normal over much of the northeast and corn belt. 
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Rainfall diminished across the region as the monsoon showed signs of 
seasonal weakening and retreat. Moderate to heavy rain (25-50 mm 
or more) was confined to central India and a few locations in the east. 
The rain kept coarse grains, oilseeds, and cotton well watered. 
However, the persistent warm, dry weather further depleted soil 
moisture in the main groundnut areas of Gujarat. Farther north, 
seasonably drier weather favored maturing cotton following recent 
weeks of wet weather. 








Total Precipitation (mm) 
SEP 16 - 21, 1996 
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Tropical Storm Willie hit Viemam’s north-central coast, compounding 
the flooding and crop damage caused by last week’s tropical systems. 
In Vietnam, heavy rain (50-173 mm) was concentrated south of 
Hanoi, while farther inland, inundations of 100 to 300 mm or more 
occurred over northeastern Thailand and central Laos. Elsewhere in 
Indochina, moderate to heavy rain (25-50 mm or more) over Thailand 
maintained moisture reserves for grains and sugarcane, but rainfall 
was generally light (25 mm or less) over the Malay Peninsula. In the 
Philippines, heavy rain (95-179 mm) covered northwest coastal areas 
but showers were generally scattered and light elsewhere. Dry, warm 
weather prevailed over Java, reducing moisture for second-season rice 
and other crops. 


























Moderate to heavy rain (25-50 mm or more exceeding 100 mm 


locally) fell over much of western and central China, including the 
Sichuan basin and western portions of the North China Plain. Lighter 
showers (5-40 mm) covered southern sections of the North China 
Plain. While hampering summer crop harvests, the moisture was 
beneficial for winter wheat germination and establishment throughout 
the region. Farther south, moderate to heavy rain (25-200 mm or 
more, heaviest along the coast) caused by the near passage of 
Typhoon Willie was unfavorable for mature rice and other summer 
crops in Guangdong. Inundating rain from Willie also fell over 
Hainan Island. Elsewhere, mostly dry weather over Manchuria’s main 
summer crop areas favored maturing summer crops. Mostly light rain 
(25 mm or less) over the main rice areas of South Korea and Japan 
likely caused minor harvesting delays. 
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In Argentina, ve light 2 sutton showers fell 0 over Cordoba and Santa Fe, 


where moisture remained limited for winter wheat in or nearing the heading 
Stage. Farther south, significant rain (13 to 50 mm) fell over Buenos Aires, 
providing beneficial moisture for vegetative wheat. However, minimum 
temperatures on September 16-17 dropped below freezing (-2 to -3 degrees 
C) in Buenos Aires and may have burned tender vegetation. In southern 
Brazil, light showers (4-27 mm) continued to favor flowering coffee, citrus, 
and immature wheat in Rio Grande Do Sul. However, the rain may have 
caused some delays in wheat harvesting in northern Parana and Mato Grosso 
Do Sul. 





SOUTH AMERICA 
Total Precipitation (mm) 
SEP 15 - 21, 1996 














Scattered mostly moderate showers (10-25 mm or more) covered nearly al 


major winter grain areas. The rainfall maintained generally favorable 
moisture reserves for vegetative to reproductive winter grains. Sorghum and 
cotton planting should be increasing in Queensland due to the favorable 
moisture. However, the front bringing the rain ushered another unfavorabl 
cool air mass into the eastern winter grain belt, with frost and loc 
subfreezing temperatures possibly causing localized damage. Near- to above: 
normal temperatures elsewhere favored winter grain development. In New 
Zealand, rainfall was light over the main pasture areas. 
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AUSTRALIA Total Precipitation (mm) 


SEP 165 - 21, 1996 
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